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peace be upon our leader Muhammad, his family, his 
day of judgement. 

Two major elements drove me to shoulder the 
responsibility of introducing a publication of such an 
imminent Imam Like Ibn Taymyah to those who learn 
Islam from English literature. The first is the author who, 
undoubtedly, needs no word that may attempt to crystallize 
his stance among other jurists, be they of his time or any 

The second is the subject itself which grasps the interest of 
die people at any time. As man, woman enjoys an equal 
share as to rights, responsibilities and duties, all of which 



difference of nature is regarded as the core of justice and 
equality, the methodology adopted by Islam, the religion 
of the Creator of both man and woman. 

As to Translation process, two things are considered. The 
first is the style which is free from literal translation which 
might lead to many misunderstandings on the part of 
reader especially when dealing with a classic style like that 
of Ibn Taymyah. 




Purification 


Altered water because of its being in a place 
for a long time 

Q: What is the judgement of water if its color or taste is 
altered because of being in a place for a long period except 
its adore? 



Men and women having GhusI (purificatory 
bath) from the same container 
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Circumcision of women 


should be obse 





Touching women 

Q: Does touching women nullify ablution or not? 









engage in sexual intercourse before the forty days are 

performed the purificatory bath, is she allowed to engage 
in sexual intercourse? 




Prayer 


Making up missed prayers 




Is making up missed prayer better 

Than performing optional prayer ? 

Q: which is better, making up missed prayers or 
performing optional prayers ? 

is more important than occupying oneself with performing 
optional prayers. 


Woman's ornament 

Q: What about a woman’s outfit and whether she is 
allowed to display it? 

A: In prayer, a woman is allowed to display outward, but 
not inward, ornaments. The predecessors had disagreed as 
to what outward ornament is. Ibn Masoud and his 
supporters stated it was clothes, whereas Ibn Abass and his 
supporters mentioned it was the face and the hands, such 
as the kohl (eye liner) and rings. 

Based on these two views, scholars disagreed whether it is 
allowed to look at a strange woman. According to Abu 



According lo Ahmad's view, a man is not allowed to. 
According to Malek, the whole body of a woman is 
considered private parts, right down to her nails. 


The conclusion 

Ornaments are of two types; outward and inward. Allah 
has allowed a woman to display her ornaments to people 


Before the verse obligating a woman to take the veil was 



abroad)" (Al Ahzab: 59), women became forbidden to 
look at. That was when the Prophet married Zaynab bent 
Gahsh, he drew curtains and forbade women to be looked 
at. When he married Sateya bent Hoiay, a year later, i.e. 
in the year when the battle of Khaibar took place, people 










the outward 


are considered to be among the ii 


Concealing women's private parts from r 


Q: What 



















The uncovering of a woman's hair during prayer 


Q: Would woman's prayer be invalidated if some of her 
hair was uncovered during prayer? 


A: If only a small portion of her hair or her body was 
uncovered, she does not have to repeat the prayer, 
according to the majority of scholars, namely Abu Haneifa 
and Ahmad. Yet, if much of her body or her hair was 
uncovered, she is to repeat the prayer, according to all 


A woman praying with the surface of 
her foot uncovered 

Q: Is a woman allowed to perform prayer with the surface 








bodies like their bottoms, their arms and the 
are supposed to wear loose gowns that cover th 
and do not display the size of their organs. 


The criteria of imitating the other 






















upon getting the dowry. This opinion obviously rests on 
solid grounds, and is adopted by Abu Haneifa, Malek and 
a group of scholars belonging to Ahmad's school. 


Can the grandmother be a legitimate recipient 
of Zakah if in debt? 

Q: What about a poor woman who was in debt and had in 
her custody young grandchildren (her daughter's children) 
who had money. Are they allowed to pay Zakah to their 
grandmother? Does she come first on the list of worthy 
recipients? 



morality can others. 



Fasting 


Is a pregnant woman, who is in no pain, allowed 
not to fast for the safety of her baby? 


Q: If a pregnant woman was spotting on regular basis and 
midwives advised her not to fast for the safety of the baby, 
yet she was in no pain, would she be allowed not to fast? 



did not fast in Ramadan. 


What is a fasting Muslim allowed to do? What 
would break his fasting and what would not? 


Q: What about rinsing the mouth, sniffing water, tooth 
cleansers, tasting food, vomiting, bleeding, wearing 
perfume and kohl? 


A: Scholars unanimously agree that a fasting Muslim can 
rinse his mouth and sniff water. The Prophet, peace be 
upon him, and his companions used to rinse their mouths 
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unanimously agreed on. However, if t! 
for hiring the woman, scholars were of twi 


The first: Ashafei' maintained that she can take the money. 

this woman who has already been on a pilgrimage intends 
to perform the obligation on behalf of the dead person, she 

after the money, she would be deprived of any reward. 


Circumambulation of the Sacred House made by 
a menstruating woman 

Q: What is the judgment of a woman who 

circumambulates the Sacred House in her menses? 


A: According to one of the two opinions of the scholars 
who claim that purification is obligatory for 
circumambulation, if a menstruating woman, or any one 
who is ritually impure due to seminal discharge, minor 
impurity i.e. not taking ablution, or because of carrying 
impurity in general, circumambulates the Sacred House, it 


let! 




she-camel in the case of menstruation or impurity clue to 
seminal discharge. 

Forbidding a menstruating woman to circumambulation 
may be accounted for the fact that circumambulation 
resembles Prayer, or because she is forbidden to enter 
mosque in the case of circumambulation, exactly as in 
case of observing I’tikaf [seclusion for a certain time in 
mosque for devotion]. Allah the Almighty said to Pro] 
Abraham [Ibrahim] what means: “...and sanctify 


(22:26) 


As Allah ordered Prophet Abraham to purify the sanctify 
i.e. purify the Sacred House to accommodate the doers of 


ft if it if 









opened a large scale exercise of Ijtihad [exercise of 
discretionary opinion based on Qur’an and Sunnah]. As for 
the saying that “circumambulation of the Sacred House is 
like Prayer,” it is ascribed to Ibn ‘Abbas, not to the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). Some jurists reported Ibn 
‘Abbas as saying: If one circumambulates the Sacred 
House while being ritually impure due to seminal 
discharge, he will be required to offer a sacrifice. 

No doubt what is meant here is that circumambulation 
resembles Prayer in some aspects, but not that it is a kind 
of Prayer, for which purity is a must. The same applies to 
the report: “If any of you attends the mosque, he should 
not interlock his hands, as he will be regarded in Prayer,” 
and the report: “A servant will be considered in a 
continuous Prayer, so long as he is bound by the manners 
of Prayer, waiting for the next Prayer, or heading for 
Prayer." 


House, unless she is ritually pure, as much as she can. If 
she reaches the Sacred House while being menstruating, 
she should not circumambulate it. But she can attend 
‘Arafah and perform all rituals other than 
circumambulation. She should wait until she becomes 
ritually pure, then make circumambulation, if she can stay. 
If she is obliged to circumambulate the Sacred House in 
her menses, it will sufficient for her. This is the soundest 





i) once attended ‘Arafah while riding. 


oman who spends the night in 
Muzdalifah 

Q: What is the judgment of a weak woman who spends the 
night in Muzdalifah? 

A: According to the Prophetic Sunnah, a male pilgrim 
should spend the night in Muzdalifah and wait until" it is 
dawn, then perform the Morning Prayer and attend the 
Mash 'ar Al-Haram , in which he should stay until he leaves 



most jurists call Al-Mash 'ar Al-Haram. 


Circumambulation made by one who is ritually 
impure due to menstruation, seminal discharge 
or due to minor impurity i.e. not making 
ablution 




menstruating woman is not permitted to stay in it, while 
circumambulation requires a stay in the mosque, or 
because it is totally forbidden to enter the mosque, either 
as passing by it or staying in it. 

The forbiddance of a menstruating woman to 
circumambulate the Sacred House might also because of 
the prohibition of circumambulation on the part of a 
menstruating woman, just as she is prohibited to perform 
Prayer or observe Fasting, which is proved by Qur’an, 
Sunnah and the consensus of opinion, to touch the Holy 
Qur’an, according to most scholars, or to recite the Holy 
Qur’an, according to one of the two variant opinions of 
scholars. 

Those who prohibited the recitation of the Holy Qur’an by 
a menstruating woman, such as the famous opinion of 
Imam Ahmad and the opinions of Imam Al-Shafi’i and 
Imam Abu Hanifah, disputed over the permissibility of 
recitation of the Holy Qur’an by a menstruating woman 
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seminal discharge, before the Qur’anic verse regarding 
Tayammum was revealed. 


Forbidding a menstruating woman to observe 
Fasting in Ramadan 



Forbidding a menstruating wor 


o perform Prayer 


Prayer is a recurrent obligation repeated five times dai 
Menstruation hinders from performing Prayer. If it 
argued that a menstruating woman may perform Prayer 
case of necessity, thus menstruation will not be regard 

Prayer, which is not correct, since Prayer is so sacred tl 
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Prophet’s'wives. 


Menstruation and I'tikaf (Seclusion in a Mosque 
for worship) 









just like I'tikaf not prayer, because prayer could be 
performed in any part of the earth and is not restricted to a 
certain mosque. During prayer, certain acts are prohibited 
while during circumambulation or I'tikaf, they are not. 



mbulation is an act of devotion that is not 
Therefore, obligatory circumambulation 
the first part of Hajj. The pilgrim is to 
s Allah said’: “Then let them complete 
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A: A menstruating woman should perform all rituals 
except for circumambulation according to the traditions of 
Prophet (peace be upon him) and the unanimous 
ement of Muslim Imams. The Prophet (peace be upon 
i said: “A menstruating woman should perform all 
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argument, Hajj is not legal for most women during these 
times because they are not able to perform some obligatory 
acts during circumambulation. 

It is well know that this later opinion does not conform 
with the fundamentals of religion. When one is unable to 
perform some of the obligatory or desirable acts of 
worship, he should perform the acts he is able to do. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “If I commanded you to 
do something, do whatever you can (of it).” Allah also 
said: “So fear Allah as much as you can.” 

It is also well known that prayer and other acts of worship 
greater than circumambulation are obligatory even if one 
can not perform some of its conditions and prerequisites. 
How comes that Hajj is not obligatory once a person is 
unable to perform some of its conditions and prerequisites? 

Likewise, some may say that site should not perform the 
Ifadah circumambulation. This is also in disconformity 
with the fundamentals of religion. Hajj is just standing at 
' Arafah and circumambulation with the latter being the 
best of the two pillars. Therefore, it is to be performed 
whether in Hajj, ' Umrah, or even alone. There are certain 
conditions for circumambulation which are not required 
for standing at Arafah. How comes that Hajj is 
permissible without circumambulation? 

It is more suitable to say that it is permissible for her to 
perform the Ifadah circumambulation before standing at 
'Arafah. In this case, it is permissible for her to 











fundamentals 








:ircumambulatic 










like those unable to enter Mecca? If she wants to perform 
Hajj and has the ability to circumambulate, it is OK. If she 
can not, she could authorize a person to do it on behalf of 



Second: If the Legislator has not made it legal for her to 
pray during menstruation, while a person in a state of 
major ritual impurity or a post-menstruating may perform 
dry ablution, it is clear that no act of worship is to he 
performed during menstruation. 

As for the first question, once she managed to enter Mecca 
but she can not perform some obligatory acts, Hajj is still 
obligatory on her according to the unanimous agreement of 
Muslim scholars. The same case is applicable when one 
enters Mecca but is unable to avoid impurities. He must 
perform Hajj, but he is not entitled to stick to complete 
ritual purity. It is also applicable when one can not 
circumambulate except while riding or when he is carried 
or when he is unable to throw the pebbles. In such case, he 
may authorize a person to perform such acts on behalf of 
him. 


The prayer of a menstruating woman 


















because of the resultant hardships shouldered on him. How 
comes that ritual purity is obligatory on this woman 
although the hardships she will face are much more 
difficult? 









From Endowment to Marriage 


Is it permissible to build a second floor over 
a Mihrab (altar)? 


Q: An inquiry was made concerning building a second 
floor over a Mihrab to accommodate the Imam or anyone 
who takes care of the place, provided that no harm may be 
incurred because of such building? 


A: It is permissible to build a second floor over the Mihrab 
that is built for purposes other than observing the five daily 
prayers. As for the mosque in which the regular five 
prayers are observed, there is a difference among jurists 
concerning building a second floor on it. 


Assigning a will or an endowment for one's 
neighbors 

Q: What is the judgment if a person assigns a will or an 
endowment for his neighbors without specifying any of 



perfect faith unless his neighbor is safe front his 
mischieves." Allah knows best. 


The unmarried reciter 


Q: What is the judgment of one who makes a graveyard as 



even more worthy to this appointment than the single 
person, should they are equally qualified. The condition of 
being single does not serve a legal purpose here. 


Is it permissible to privilege some of the 
children with a portion of the estate to the 
exclusion of others? Is it permissible to give to 
relatives from the estate 







neighborhood of men and vise versa, in accordance to the 
precepts of Islamic Shari 'ah. Allah knows best. 


Assigning an endowment for the needy 
relatives of the deceased 


distributed among the reciters of Qur'an on her grave. 
What remains should be spent on the poor, or for other 
charitable purposes. She had a maternal uncle who became 
bankrupt and could work no more. The administrator of 
the endowment refused to pay him a sum to support him 
for living. Is it permissible to oblige the administrator to 
give the deceased's uncle preference to others with regard 


A: The needy relatives of the deceased are more rightful to 
his endowment than any other equally needy persons. 



Assigning the revenue of endowments for 
shrouding the poor deceased 

deceased. Is it permissible to spend the revenue in charity? 












A Woman Giving a Book to Her Husband 
a Gift 


Q: Can the brothers of a woman whose father is dead 



matter her brothers consented or not. 


Privileging one of her children from a 
different husband with a charity 


Q: Is it permissible to a woman to privilege one of her 







The 

expect that I will witness this. I do not witness unfairness. 
Fear Allah and be just towards your children! ” 


The distribution of the estate 





A father seizing the possession of his married 
daughter after her death 



A divorcee returning in her gift 








A: Yes, she can. In such case the gift is not given willingly 
as the husband divorced her afterwards. *** 


A man returning in his gift which he made 
to his wife after her death 


Q: A man made a grant of 1000 dirhams to his wife and 
made a document to this effect, but did not pay her in cash. 
The wife then died and the heirs demanded him to pay the 




give her this sum in return, in this case the heirs are not 
entitled to the gift. 


Remitting a husband from the dower at the 
wife’s death 

Q: A married woman brought a just male witness and a 
group of women and testified that she absolves her husband 
from the dower he owes her. Is this absolution valid? 








A postponed oath 



Annulment of a bequest 





A bequest to a husband and a paternal unde 
and a grandmother 

Q: A woman died and left behind a father, a paternal uncle 



A bequest of Hajj 

Q: Five days prior to her death, a woman bequeathed some 
things, including Hajj, recitation of the Holy Qur’an, 
charity, etc. Is her bequest applicable? 

A: If she bequeathed that one-third of her estate hi 
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n bequeathed before his death that his wife should 








IHERITANCE 
The share of the widow 



The share of the husband from the 
inheritance of his deceased wife 



A: The estate of the deceased wife is to be distributed as 
follows: 

One-half for the husband, 





Paternal and maternal brothers and sisters 



A husband, mother and maternal sister 

Q: A woman died leaving behind a husband, mother, and 
maternal sister. What is the share of each of inheritance? 







es the distribution of the estate. His is according 
ons of the Imams of the Four Juristic Schools. 


A husband, father, mother, son and 
daughter 

Q: A woman died leaving behind a husband, father, 
mother, son and daughter. After her death, her father died, 
leaving behind a father, sister, grandfather and a 
grandmother. Give each heir his share, bearing in mind the 



The distribution of the estate between the 
husband and the nephew 





















MARRIAGE 


Proposing to marry a woman already 
engaged to another person 


Q: Is it permissible to a man to propose to a woman 
already engaged to another person? 

A: It was narrated in the Two Sahihs after the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) that he said: “It is not lawful for a 
man to propose to a woman already engaged to his brother 
(Muslim) or to indulge in a bargain already concluded by 
his brother (Muslim). Thus the Four Juristic Schools 
agreed that it is unlawful to propose to a woman already 
engaged to another person. 


validity of the marriage of the second suitor: 

1 . According to Imam Malik and Imam Ahmad 
in one of the two narrations after him, such marriage is not 

2. According to Imam Abu Hanifah, Imam Al- 
Shafi'i and the second narration after Imam Ahmad, such 
marriage is valid. This opinion is based on the fact that 

marriage. The first opinion is based on the argument that 
as the contract of marriage is the result of the proposal, 




A woman proposed to during her ‘Iddah 
(waiting period) 














The proxy of a dhimmi in marriage of ; 
Muslim 









A lying woman who changes her name and 
the name of her father 



Is such woman liable to a discretionary punishment that 
should be executed by the ruler or one of the local 
authorities, such as the muhtasib? 

A: This woman is liable to a discretionary punishment, 
even for several times, which is preferable. The Caliph 
‘Umar bin Al-Khattab used to repeat the discretionary 
punishment for committing something forbidden. 

Thus he was of the habit of giving the guilty person I (X) 
slashes on the first day, 100 on the second and 100 on the 


third. 











Obligation of the virgin major w( 


Q: Can a father compel hi s virgin major d 
marry a certain person? 









another wording of the narration it 
virgin woman) cannot be given in 


3. The father, furthermore, earn 
property of his major daughter unless 
permission. However, her chaslity, is of , 










impulsion ( Ijbar ). 

























Imam Ahmad, the grandfather is not entitled to be her 


WOMEN FORBIDDEN IN MARRIAGE 
The Exchange Marriage [Shighar] 

Q: A group of people used to exchange female relatives in 
marriage, that a man gives his sister in marriage to a 









which is attributed to Imam Malik and Ahmad in one of his 
two narrations is that such marriage is invalid. 


Marrying the mother of one’s wife with 
whom marriage is not consummated 

Q: A man married a woman a year ago, then divorced her 
before the consummation of marriage. Can he then marry 




12 moths without menstruation! 


Q: A man divorced his wife who suckles her baby. Eight 
months lasted after her divorce, then she married another 

She remained for three monthafter divorce. Throughout 
that period (i.e. 12 months) she did not have her menses. 
She then married the first husband again, who is the lather 
of her baby. Are these two marriages valid, or just one of 
them? 

A: Neither the first nor the second marriage is valid. She 
should rather complete the waiting period of the first 

following the second divorce, then marry whomever she 


twice only 


Menstruation 






A virgin 


who is divorced thrice 



CONDITIONS OF MARRIAGE 
Fulfilling the conditions of marriage 







PHYSICAL DEFECTS VERSUS 
MARRIAGE 

Can leprosy cause the annulment of 
marriage? 





consummation of marriage, she will be entitled to the 


The Mustahadah [a woman suffering from 
continuous vaginal bleeding] 

Q: A man married a virgin woman and found out that she 
was suffering from continuous vaginal bleeding. The 
family of the wife did not tell him of that defect. Can he 

paid from the family of the wife? Should the father and 









toman found to be virgin 


Q: A man married a woman, knowing that she was virgin, 
then found out later that she was not. Can he annul 
marriage? Can he demand the dower he paid from the 
party who deceived him? 

A: The husband in this case is entitled to annul marriage. 
Should he wants to consummate marriage, he will he 
entitled to demand a reduction of the mount of dower to 

will not be required to pay a dower. 


ANAL SEX WITH WIVES 
Is anal sex with one’s wife is lawful? 

Q: Is a husband permitted to have anal sex with his wife? 

A: Having anal sex with one’s wife is strictly prohibited by 
the Holy Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah. This is die 
opinion of both die earlier and later scholars. It is termed 
as “ Al-Lutiyyah Al-Sughra" [the lesser sodomy]. It is 
narrated after the Prophet (peace be upon him) that he said: 
“Allah does not shy of truth! Do not have anal sex widi 
your wives!” In the Qur’an Allah says what means: “Your 






Nushuz [disobedience of the wife] 

A woman who fasts during the day and 


prays during the night and refuses her husband’s 



scholars, this is 



If supererogatory Fasting of a woman in the presence 
of her husband in not permitted except after his 
permission, it is even worse if she refuses his invitation to 
bed. In the Two Sahihs it is narrated: “If a man invites his 
wife to bed but she refuses, the angels will curse her until 
the morning.” In the Qur’an Allah says what means: 
“Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient, 
and guard in (the husband’s) absence what Allah would 
have them guard.” (4:34) The right of the husband on his 
wife comes directly next to the rights of Allah and His 
Messenger (peace be t.pon him). 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “If I were to 
order a human being to prostrate to a human being. 1 
would have ordered the wife to prostrate to her husband, 
This is because he has a great right on her.” Once some 
women said to the Prophet (peace be upon him): Men fight 
in the cause or Allah, pay charity and do righteous deeds, 
which we cannot do. He replied: “Observing good 
matrimonial relationship with the husband equals all diese 


DIVORCE AND ANALOGOUS CASES 
KHUL’ [DEMAND OF DIVORCE MADE 
BY THE WIFE IN RETURN FOR A 





COMPENSATION GIVEN TO THE 
HUSBAND] 

Khul’ in the Qur’an and Sunnah 

Q: What is Khul’ as in the light of the Qur’an and Sunnah? 


















hi I 


Cancellation of absoli 



Divorce after the absolution of the dower 





rights due to his being deceived by the witnesses? 


A: If the husband divorced the wife a revocable divorce, 
then he was prompted by the witnesses to claim that he 
divorced her in return for a dirham, and he said that, 
knowing that it was only a confirmation of the first 
divorce, not making a second divorce, only the first 
divorce will be countable and will be revocable. If it was 
claimed that he intended a second divorce, and it was likely 

compensation is irrevocable, his claim is to take 
precedence, supported by his oath, especially when the 

witnesses attend after divorce to testify it. 


A RULE IN KHUL' 

Is a Khul' counted in the three divorce 
pronouncements ? 


Q: Is Khul' 



A: There is a famous disagreement among scholars on this 
question. The first opinion, which is attributed to Imam 
Ahmad and his followers, is that Khul' is an irrevocable 
separation and an annulment of marriage, not one of the 
three possible pronouncements of divorce. If the husband 
makes Khul' for ten times, he can return to her each lime 
with no need for her to marry another man first. This is 
one of the two opinions of Imam Al-Shafi'i given is this 
question, which is chosen by a group of his followers. This 
is also the opinion of the majority of Hadith scholars. 

The second opinion: Khul' is an irrevocable divorce 
which is counted from the three possible pronouncements 
of divorce. This is the opinion of many earlier scholars. 

The opinion of Imam Ibn Taimyyiah: 

Ibn Taimyyiah preferred the opinion of Ibn 'Abbas 
who decided in a case in which a man divorced his wife 
twice and made Khul’ once. He judged that the woman 
may return to her husband without marrying another man 
first. Ibrahim bin Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas, when appointed a 
governor in Yemen, asked Ibn 'Abbas about this question 

in return for a compensation given to the husband. Ibn 
'Abbas replied that such act was not a divorce, though it 
was termed divorce by people by mistake. 








Zhihar 


What is the meaning of a husband’s saying to his 
“You are just like my mother or sister”? 

Q: What about a husband who said to his wife: “You are 
just like my mother or sister”? 

A: If he means that she is honored and dignified just like 
his mother or sister, it is permissible to say so. If he 
intends that she is like his mother or sister as far as 
marriage is concerned, this is considered as Zhihar. If he 
continued to live with her as man and wife, he should not 
have intercourse with her until he performs the due 
Kaffarah for Zhihar. 


Is divorce effected if a husband demanded to 
consummate marriage with his wife on a certain 
day but she was not ready on it? 

consummate his marriage on a certain day, otherwise his 
wife will be just like his mother or sister. Yet, the wife 
was not ready on that night. Is this considered as divorce? 

A: No divorce is effected in this case according to the four 
juristic schools. Yet, this act is considered as Zhihar. If he 



he should first make tin 
Kaffarah mentioned in surah Al-Mujadila. He is entitled t< 
i Muslim slave. If he has not any, he shouk 


fast for two consecutive months. If he can not, he should 
feed sixty poor Muslims. 


Is it permissible for a man to reconcile with his 
wife even after he said to her: You are just like 
my mother as far as marriage is concerned? 

Q: A man got angry with his wife and he said to her: You 
are just like my mother as tar as marriage is concerned. Is 
it permissible for him to reconcile with her 1 ? 

A: If he reconciled with her, he should perform the 
Kaffarah of Zhiliar. He is entitled to emancipate a Muslim 
slave. If he has not any, he should fast for two consecutive 
months. If he can not, he should feed sixty poor Muslims. 



When a man says that his wife is just like his 
mother during her absence, is she prohibited for 
him as a wife? 









he should fast for two consecutive months. If he can not, 
he should feed sixty poor Muslims. If he performed either, 
she is no longer prohibited for him. 


In conclusion, it is not divorce at all. Yet a man should not 
have intercourse with his wife in this case unless he 
performed Kaffarah according to the unanimous agreement 
of Muslim Imams. Allah knows best. 


When a man says to his divorced wife: If I 
resumed marriage with you, you will be just like 
my mother, what should he do? 


Q: What about a man who said to his divorced wife: If I 
resumed marriage with you, you will be just like my 
mother or sister? Is it allowed to resume marriage with 
her? What should he do? 

A: All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 
According to some scholars, he should perform Kaffarah 
of Zhihar act. According to others, he is not entitled to 
perform it. It is safer for a person to adopt the first view. 
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When a man thrice divorces his wife 
unintentionally and he means just once, is it 
effected? 


divorce her once, but he erred and he 
What is the legal judgment? 


A: All praise be to Allah. If he erred and divorced 
thrice while he intends just once, only one divorce 
effected. Even if he erred and intended to say ano 


divorce is effected. Allah knows best. 


A man is indebted to his wife and he wanted 
divorce her if he did not pay his debt. If she 
acquitted him from such debt, is divorce 
effected? 

Q: A man was indebted to his wife who said to him: I 
afraid that you may not pay me back. He replied: If I h 
not settled such debt by the end of Ramadan, you 
thrice divorced. The husband is now absent in Qus and 
did not appoint an agent to act on behalf of him. If 
















When a man’s authorized agent thrice divorces 
his (the man’s) wife, is it permissible for the 
husband to return to his wife? 








general permission 10 get out, it is permissible for her u» 
get out. Allah knows best. 


A man accused his wife of stealing a sum of 
money and said to her: If you did not bring this 
money, you are divorced. Is divorce effected? 

Q: A man accused his wife of stealing a sum of money. 
She said: I swear by Allah that I have not stolen it. He 
said: If you did not bring this money, you are thrice 
divorced. What about the status of the wife? 

A: If it turns out that she did not steal the money, she is 
not to be divorced according to the soundest opinion held 
by scholars. The husband means that she is divorced only 
if she had taken the money. Allah knows best. 


When the husband says to his wife: “you are 
divorced if you give birth to a female baby”, 
and he revoked his threat. The woman gave 
birth to a female baby. Is divorce effected? 


Q: While his wife is pregnant, the husband said to her: 
“you are divorced if you give birth to a female baby”. 
Before giving birth, he revoked his threat. Later the 
woman gave birth to a female baby. Is divorce effected? 

A: If he divorced her irrevocably or he left her until her 
Iddah (waiting period) comes to an end, there are two 
famous opinions held by scholars in this regard. Imam 
Shaft' I also held two opinions in this regard; one of them 
is that divorce is effected, and this is the opinion of Ahmed 
as well. If he did not revoke his divorce and returned to 
her during the waiting period, the marriage contract is still 

he still stipulates the condition mentioned in the question.) 


During a quarrel with his wife, the husband 
said: if you say “divorce me”, I will do, but she 
kept silent. What is the legal ruling on this 


Accordingly, he said: if you say “divorce me”, you are 
thrice divorced, but she kept silent. Then she said to her 
mother: what does he say? Her mother told her his words. 
The wife said: Divorce me. Is divorced once or thrice 
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oath when she gets out, divorce is not effected. 


When a pregnant woman refuses to have 
intercourse with her husband and he swore an 
oath of divorce that he will not have intercourse 
with her after giving birth. What is the legal 
judgement if he had intercourse with her after 
giving birth? 
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even if he married her depending on the interpretation of 
this question. Allah knows best. 


Is it permissible to make a marriage contract in 
which divorce is stipulated? 
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Iddah (The Waiting Period) 


Is a woman’s claim that she no longer 
menstruates accepted and she gets married 
according to it? 

Q: A woman was divorced on the 28 ,h of Rabi' Al-Awwal 
and she menstruated once until she was married to another 









divorce is effected. 


When a suckling woman has a medicine so that 
she may menstruate and she has already 
menstruated thrice, does her waiting period 
come to an end? 






Is a woman entitled to spend a death waiting 
period again if she did not spend it in her house? 


Q: A woman used to get out of her house during the death 
waiting period out of necessity. Is she entitled to spend the 
waiting period again? Did she commit a sin? 



Allah for forgiveness and repent to Him, but she is not 


I to spend the waiting period again. 


Is it permissible to engage a woman who spent 
just forty days out of the waiting period of her 
late husband? 


Q: A man died and his wife spent forty days of his death 






Suckling the baby 

When two sisters suckle the daughters of each 
other, is it prohibited for these daughters to 
marry their cousins? 



during the suckling period (the first two years), the 
(female) baby becomes her daughter. All the children of 
the suckling woman become brothers and sisters of this 
suckled baby whether they were born before or after 
suckling. None of the suckling woman’s sons should marry 
the girl suckled by his mother. 












Is it permissible for the son of a suckling woman 
to marry the daughter of the girl who was 
suckled by his mother? 


Q: A woman hired another suckling woman in order to 
suckle her daughter for a day or month. Is it permissible 



suckled by one of them. This man had a 
daughter born by the second wife. Now, is it 
permissible for the suckled person to marry this 
daughter? If they have already got married, is it 
permissible for the judge to separate between 





from both mothers, is it prohibited for this man 
to marry this girl? 

Q: If a man was not suckled by the mother of a girl neither 
was she suckled by his mother, but their younger brothers 
and sisters exchanged suckling from both mothers, is it 









When a girl is suckled by her aunt, is it 
permissible for the aunt’s grandson to marry 
this girl? 


Q: A married woman used to have milk in her breasts 
without giving birth or being pregnant and she suckled her 








If a man was suckled by a woman when he was 
a baby and this woman has daughters younger 
than him, is it permissible for him to marry any 
of them? 


Q: If a man was suckled by a woman when he was a baby 
and this woman has daughters younger than him, is it 

A: If he was suckled by this woman five times during the 

children born after or before suckling him become his 
brothers and sisters according to the unanimous agreement 
of Muslim scholars. 



Is it permissible for a man to marry a girl who 
was suckled with his brother? 







A boy was suckled by a woi 
later, she gave birth to a gii 
for him to marry 



nan, and ten years 
rl, is it permissible 












knows best. 


When a woman disobeys her husband, is he still 
entitled to support her with money and clothes? 

Q: A man married a woman who disobeys him and even 
though demands for money and clothes, does she deserve 
them? 

A: If she relused to have intercourse with him or she got 






After 


a man had married a woman, he left her 
for a whole year and traveled to his country. He 

wife’s father to abrogate the marriage? 


Q: After a man had married a woman, he wanted to travel 
to his country. The agent of his father-in-law said to him: 



When a wife travels with her father without her 
husband’s permission, what is the legal ruling 
concerning them? 


Q: A man married a woman and he supports her 
financially. Yet, she disobeyed him and even traveled with 
her father without the husband’s permission. What is the 





traveled, she does not have the least right to receive 
financial support from her husband. Allah knows best. 


A wife’s family asked the husband to provide 
her with the clothes sufficient for a year and 
they have already obtained them. Then they 
demanded for money and said that they will 
support her. Is this act permissible? 


Q: A man married a woman for a year and then a quarrel 
took place between him and her family. They demanded 
for the clothes sufficient for a year and they have already 
obtained them. Then they demanded for money and said 
that they will support her claiming that they have not 
allowed him to support her! Is this act permissible? 

A: All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. If the 
husband married her according to the legal code and he 




Its III' 


husband to support her for the following two reasons: 

1 . The husband is responsible for her according to die 

legal code and he is to provide her with all her rights 
such as her physical needs, allotting a day for her in 
case he married other women and any other rights. 
According to the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah, men are 
guardians and supporters of women and women are to 
be cared for and protected by men. 

2. The prevalent custom followed by people in this case 

supports the husband. Allah knows best. 


When a man is imprisoned because he did not 
settle his wife’s financial support and provide 
her with the necessary clothes, is it permissible 
for her to demand for support during his 


Q: When a man is imprisoned because he did not settle his 
inancial support and provide her with the necessary 
is it permissible for her to demand for support 
is imprisonment? 

e was insolvent and she imprisoned him, she is 
,nd she thus denied him his rights entitled on her. 
the period of his imprisonment, she does not 


entitled on her, she i 




If a wife was of no avail to her husband for two 
years because of her illness, does she deserve 
financial support? 

Q: If a wife was of no avail to her husband for two years 
because of her illness, does she deserve financial support',’ 
If she does not deserve and a judge issued a legal ruling 
that she is entitled to have financial support, is the husband 
obliged to pay it? 

A: Yes, she deserves support according to the unanimous 
agreement of the four Juristic Schools. 


When a man divorces his wife while she is 
pregnant, but later she was aborted, does she 
deserve alimony? 


divorces his wife while she is pregnant. 










Is it permissible to give one’s relatives out of 
one’s Zakah and Kaffarah? What is the legal 
ruling on giving charity to needy relatives? 

: What is the legal ruling on giving charity to needy 

: If one’s money is not sufficient to support his relatives 
id non-relatives, he is obliged to support his relatives 
st and he should not give charity to non-relatives while 
s relatives need it. As for Zakah and Kaffarah, it is 
rmissible to give relatives out of them, provided that he 
- not entitled to support them such as his wife ... etc. If 
relatives and non-relatives are equally poor, it is rather 
better to give them to one’s relatives. 


Nursing the baby 

Who is to nurse the baby? When is it 
permissible for the nursing mother to demand 
for financial support? 




When a mother takes her child and agrees with 
her former husband that she will support their 
child, but later she demanded for financial 
support, is it permissible? 

Q: A man has a seven-year-old child and his former wife 
married another man. The man took the child under his 
custody according to the rulings ot the revered Shari ah 
and because there is no other supporter for him. His 
former wife decided to take the child under her custody for 



Is it permissible for a father to oblige his son ( 
travel oversees without the son’s or mother’s 
consent? 

Q: A man has a son who traveled oversees to care for I 





has the right i 


Does the stepfather have the right to put the 
daughter of his wife from another husband 
under his custody? 



ii-li 






Crimes and Penalties 
Unintentional and premeditated murder 

Q: Is the unintentional or premeditated murderer entitled 
to the Kaffarah mentioned in the Holy Qur’an “a fast for 
two months running”? Or is he entitled to pay the blood 


A: Unintentional murder entitles its doer to pay blood 
money and perform Kaffarah, and he is not a sinner. 









When a group of people conspired to murder a 
person but just one of them performed the plot, 
will they be killed all or just the murderer? 




The penalty of adultery 
If the adulterer repented before due penalty is 
afflicted, is penalty canceled? 


Q: When an adulterer repents before due penalty is 
afflicted, is penalty canceled? 

A: When a person repented from committing adultery, 
robbery or drinking wine before he is referred to the ruler. 



Do the viciousness of sins and the penalty of 
adultery increase in the blessed days? 



The penalty of defaming people 
When a man and his divorced wife defame his 
present wife and accuse her of adultery, is their 
claim accepted? Is the dowry of the present wife 


divorced his former wife. He stipulated that if he had 
returned to his former wife, the dowry of his present wife 
would be paid immediately. Later, he returned to his 





Otherwise, he is not to make Li' an. This is the other 
opinion of Ahmed and Shafi' i. 


Having hashish 

Is it prohibited to have hashish? 

Q: What is the legal judgment on having hashish? 

A: Hashish is a damned thing. Whoever has it or believes 
it to be permissible is damned. It incurs the wrath of 
Allah, His Messenger and the righteous believers. 
Whoever has it is exposed to the punishment of Allah. 
Hashish reduces one’s enthusiasm and jealousy over his 
female relatives and spoils one’s mood. There are many 
detrimental sides in having it and this makes it prohibited. 


Masturbation 

Is masturbation prohibited for men and women 
alike? 


Q: Is masturbation prohibited for men and women alike? 


A: According to the majority of Muslim scholars, it is 







